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Welcome to November!

Quick Dates for this month:
Date Event Time

11/1 No clay class  
11/4 The Mouse that Roared [details] 7pm
11/5 The Mouse that Roared [details] 4pm
11/8 Washington Fundraiser [info] 5-10pm
11/18 Family Art Night 6:30-8:30pm
11/22 AFE Community Council 1pm
12/2 Adventure Kids! [details] 7pm
12/3 Adventure Kids! [details] 2:30pm

This month at AFE
AFE Community Council
Our AFE Community Council meets monthly as an

opportunity for parents, students and staff to meet to

discuss student needs, organize family efforts in

support of AFE, and brainstorm about anything you

bring to the meeting. Our regular monthly meeting are

the 4th Tuesday at every month in Palazzo Studio

from 1-2 pm, which means we will meet on 11/22. All

students and family members are welcome! 

   Contact Nancy Aylsworth if you have questions at

429-3898 x334. 

 

Family Art Night
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Everyone is welcome to our Family Art Night on
Friday, November 18th from 6:30-8:30 pm.  
Students of all ages and their families are invited to
come and explore the projects we will provide. This is
an opportunity to play with the creative process with a
variety of projects, make gratitude cards and flags,
experiment with image transferring and enjoy our
community. I will provide nature images for you to
work with, but If you want to work with your own
images please email a photo that you would like to
try. Feel free to come for all or part of the time.
Snacks (savory or sweet) are always appreciated,
just be sure they are nut free! I could use a few
parents to help with assisting with this event. Please
let me know if you are interested. Nancy 429-3898
x334 
 

Election Night Fundraiser
Please join us on November 8th from 5:00-10:00pm
for an Election Night Fundraising Party!  We will
gather at Bocci Cellars to support 15 amazing AFE
high-schoolers as they strive to raise money so they
can visit Washington DC in January 2017.  Tickets
are available for $30 (which includes a buffet dinner
and all entertainment) or $10 (which includes
munchies and all entertainment). 
Bring your friends and family to a highly eventful
evening of- 
*Food 
*Silent Auction chock-full of items from a
fantastic variety of local businesses 
*Live Music from Were Dinosaurs 
*Games 
 and Live Election Coverage!   
Tickets available for purchase in the RC or online at
Eventbrite. 
Spread the word!  This is sure to be the most talked
about event in town:) 
Questions?  Please contact - Ruthie [email]
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Share
your photos!

Please share your
photos of AFE

events, students, and
families on our easy

and safe photo-
sharing page. 

Click here for this
month's photo page. 
Please note that the
"Slideshow" option

only works for paying
subscribers. This

month's page expires
mid-month, so

download photos you
want soon!



AFE Community News

News from the RC
Big THANK YOUs to Mollie for coming in every Tuesday and helping me clear away
stacks of stuff piling up! And to our new and brilliant library interns Liv and Isaac! And
to all of you who donated books - the New Arrivals shelf is filled with new materials -
check it out! Isaac also made book recommendation cards, which you can find on the
check-out counter and the high school lit shelf. Please recommend your favorite books and
games to others! If you are in the mood for cleaning out, please consider donating newer
books, DVDs, audiobooks, and games. Thank you!

Dorothee [email]
 

Follywood 2017
Hey everyone, we are super excited to announce the beginning of preparations for
Follywood 2017. If you would like to have your video featured in our incredibly well
organized, student-led film festival, please put your video on a thumb drive and drop it off
in the video box in the resource center at AFE. 
   The deadline for video entries is January 10th, so you have plenty of time to make a
high quality film. The guidelines for the films are as follows: the video must be under three
minutes long and appropriate for all audiences. We are also asking that there is only one



video entered per person. Our incredible event known as Follywood is going to be held on
March 4th in the BSSC multipurpose room. If you have any questions, email
follywood2016@gmail.com.   
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Please make sure that all foods brought on the AFE campus and to all AFE events are
peanut and peanut oil free. This includes lunches, snacks, food projects, bake sale items
and all potluck dishes. Thanks so much for your cooperation. We strive to make all of our
AFE events accessible to everyone.

[Return to Table of Contents]

Enrichment Classes
K‐2 Enrichment
Kindergarten-Second Grade 
Thérèse Johannesson 
Maker Monday: Thanks to all of the parents who stay in Maker
Monday to help.  We've been studying about bats, and making
shadow puppets and theaters (thanks, Hiranya) spiders, (thanks,
Kathy) launching balloon rockets, making "clouds in a jar"
(thanks, Ryan), and learning more about Mindfulness and Dia de
los Muertos. (Thanks, Keresha) We also painted clouds and
worked on our own "Constellation Stories" for our journals.   
   Thanks so much to John Rible who has brought us the big
"Spider Web," the "Rope Challenge," "wooden block stilts," and many other fun games to
challenge small bodies. 
Learning Circle Thursday: October was a fun month for Learning Circle!   
Moving: Many of us biked to school on Bike to School Day. We are still doing our "Run for
Fun."  Some of our students are participating in the "Thriller" rehearsals. 
Math: We started doing Math Games and Math talks. We will introduce "The Problem of
the Month" in November.  
In the Garden: We took garden investigation walks, tested soil, planted Beets and Peas
and had a Tomato Celebration with our own tomatoes cooked into a sauce and served
over rice. Sadly, our trip to the Pumpkin Patch was rained out! 

Music: We orchestrated "A Ram Sam Sam," a Moroccan folk
tune, and sang it in a round.  We are continuing to use "solfeg"
to create songs. We sang "One, Earth, One, Sun,"
"Moonshadow," "This little Planet," "Going around the Sun," and
many more. We continue to dance in "Orbits." 
Literacy: We are practicing reading each other's names, and
"Hedgie," our class mascot, is taking turns sleeping over with
each child who then writes about "Adventures with Hedgie" in
our class journal. We've begun our monthly visits to the Library.
 Our next trip will be on November 3. at 10:00 sharp! 

Mindfulness: We practice mindfulness and breathing with guided visualizations. We are
learning to be comfortable with calm, so that we can better express ourselves and be



present to others. [View photos.] 
Contact Therese. 
 

Earth Science—Geology Rocks!
Grades 3-5 
Wednesdays 10:00–12:30, Palazzo Studio 
Peter Deutsch 
We are continuing our exploration and discovery in Earth Science as we build
communication and collaboration skills.  The students are using scientific techniques and
the scientific method to work with rocks and minerals to deepen their understanding. In
November we will continue to look at the properties of different minerals and the rocks they
make up, the rock cycle, and landforms, movement, change and erosion. We will begin our
fun musical theater effort with “Geology Rocks”. 
   In addition to exploring minerals, rocks, land movement and building, landforms, and
weathering there will be time for art, creativity, a bit of theater, PE games, teamwork and
community building. We will also have time for a break and snack near the middle of class.
In addition to brining their healthy snack, students should wear comfortable clothes and
shoes since we will play active games and some PE every class. Contact Peter. 
 

Ancient Civilizations Around the World
Grades 6-8 
Tuesdays 10:00-12:30, Palazzo Studio 
Nancy Aylsworth
It is so challenging to cover this subject in one semester, but given that parameter we are
looking briefly at many civilizations around the world during our weekly classes. This month
we dove into our studies of Africa starting with Egypt and Kush, and moving on to some of
the kingdoms of ancient western Africa. Students made African-inspired masks that can be
seen around Palazzo Studio. During our Egyptian "banquet" we experienced life in some of
the roles of the Pharaohs' kingdoms. We then experimented with a salt-gold trade and
determined that Ghana had an income advantage as the "middleman" by taxing the trade
going both directions. We also looked at the amazing Indus Valley civilization with its
advanced plumbing and sewer system. Why did it disappear? Inquiring minds want to
know. It has been fun to see the two middle school classes play games out on the field
together. What a delightful group of students!!! 
 Any questions please contact Nancy Aylsworth 429-3898 x 334. 



 

Around the World in 101 Days
Grades 6-8 
Tuesdays, 10:00–12:30, AFE Classroom 2  

Jasmin Gerer 

Thank you to Rena Dubin for sharing her dance

expertise and spirit with us! Last month, as we learned

about Central and South America,  she taught us some

movements from capoeira, a Brazilian martial arts form. Then, when we moved on to

studying Africa, we worked up a sweat following some West African dance moves she

showed us. We are so grateful to experience the rhythms of various cultures!  

   To better understand the incredible diversity of the 2nd largest continent, both in size and

population, students made posters and gave mini presentations about an African country

of their choice. See photos. Students have also been keeping an imaginary journal of their

voyage where they weave in the many interesting things they see and hear about on their

journey. 

    Taking a big project and breaking it down, students have also been researching a

country in depth for a presentation and a written report. This month we got to hear great

talks about Brazil, Kenya, South Africa, Morocco, Egypt, and then Israel as we traveled to

the Middle East. To memorize where the countries in the world are, the students have also

been studying maps and taking weekly map challenges. Most students can now locate

over 80 countries!  

    This coming month we look forward to exploring Europe, Russia and the Caucasus as

we travel toward Asia. Check out photos of our Student Projects! 

   Questions? Contact Jasmin at 429-3898 x332 or by email. 

 

Lit and Film
Grades 9-12 

Mark Thomas 

Lit & Film continues Thursdays from 10-12 in Classroom 1. This month our film & book are

"To Catch a Thief."  Interested students may also choose to read other works by the author

or watch other films by the film director. (I love old Hitchcock films!) In class we will

continue to develop writing styles and practice writing strategies. Each week we will write



1-2 pages of analyses. The next 3-5 page published essay will be due on the chosen film
the first Thursday of December, 12/1. Thanks, Mark 
For more info, contact Mark, 566-0631.
 

American Government
Thursdays 1-3pm AFE Room 2 
For AFE High School Students (priority will be given to 11 & 12th grade students) 
Joanne Brown 
This month several guest speakers shared their expertise with our American Government
class. Dr. Hernandez Rosser, Director of the American Indian Resource Center at UCSC,
presented an overview of the history of American Indians in the United States. She
covered a variety of topics, including the definition of blood quantum, the difference
between federally recognized and state recognized tribes, and the complexity of tribal
recognition, especially in the state of California. 
   We  had a visit from Superior Court Judge Denine Guy. Judge Guy was very impressed
by the students' focus and thoughtful comments during her presentation. She discussed
the Judicial Branch of state government, as well as the role of a Superior Court Judge in
the Santa Cruz community. It was inspiring to learn about Judge Guy's work to create
positive change by bringing people together to work with the homeless, veterans, and
youth  in our community. 
   Our own AFE parent, Elizabeth Andrews, enlightened us with information  on free trade
and the use of economic factors to predict the outcome of presidential elections. Students
were active participants in a free trade simulation. 
   We have, of course, been following and discussing this historical presidential campaign! 
   Our students were invited to attend a special Naturalization Ceremony at Pinnacles
National Park on October 18th. Ten students, along with several parents, attended this
ceremony in which fourteen new citizens took their Oath of Allegiance. AFE student, Aidan
Brekka, led the Pledge of Allegiance for the new citizens. This was also a special day
honoring retiring Congressman Sam Farr for his incredible work in helping to establish
Pinnacles as a National Park, the first new national park in twenty years, and the only one
established under President Obama's administration. Thanks to Sam Farr's office and the
U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services for hosting our class at the amazing event.  

[Click here to see photos of the Oath Ceremony.] 
For more information, contact Joanne Brown. 
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AFE Community Classes
AFE Volleyball
The season is heading into its final month and our players have
been doing a great job of learning skills, having fun and
supporting their teammates. 
   The playoffs/championship games are scheduled for 12/2/16
and the All-Star game on 12/9/16. The practice schedule is
Monday 10:00 – 12:00 and Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00. These
practices and our games are on the beach courts between the
wharf and the Boardwalk. Games continue on Fridays between
12 and 2 and players need to arrive by 11:45. 
   New players can join us for practices but the Friday teams are now set for the season. 
   For AFE sports, including Volleyball, the Parent Club ask for families to help with the
school wide fundraising. A good fundraising goal is the players fair share (about $60.00) to
cover the cost of the league fees. 
   Any questions contact me directly at 429-3898 ext 330 or email. Thanks, Peter 
 

AFE Theater
We have 3 productions underway with one play performing this month and two following
closely in December. Tickets are typically available for purchase in the RC 2 - 3 weeks in
advance of the shows. All shows are performed at the Broadway Playhouse, 526
Broadway, Santa Cruz.

The Mouse that Roared

This entertaining political satire, set in the Cold War era, finds Duchess Gloriana—
sovereign of a microscopic country in the Alps—looking for a solution to the near
bankruptcy of her tiny domain. The best solution she can find is to declare war on the U.S.! 
Nov 4 at 7 pm 
Nov 5 at 4 pm 
Advance tickets ($8) available in the RC. All tickets $10 at the door.

Adventure Kids!

written by AFE student Spencer Kanar 
When their mom is kidnapped the adventure kids barely have time to notice before they
are kidnapped themselves. Join us on this romping adventure of escape and rescue
through a magical land, where the Adventure Kids discover family secrets, fight a
chocolate dragon, and face the evil villain Darkfire! 
Dec 2 at 7 pm 
Dec 3 at 2:30 pm 
Tickets available mid-November in the RC  
Discounted advance tickets—$6 youth, $8 adults  
All tickets $10 at the door

Around the World in Eighty Days



adapted by AFE parent Bryn Kanar 
On a bet, Phileas Fogg sets out on a quest to circumnavigate the globe in 80 days—an
unheard of feat in 1872. His race around the globe results in learning a few of life's lessons
and a multitude of adventures! 
Dec 9 at 7pm 
Dec 10 at 2pm & 7 pm 
Tickets available mid-November in the RC  
Discounted advance tickets—$6 youth, $8 adults  
All tickets $10 at the door 
Please email Zan or Jasmin with any questions.

Rockets, Rockets, Rockets!
AFE Rocketry Class finished up in October, with students
building an Estes scale rocket model of Up Aerospace’s
suborbital rocket. They launched at AFE and rockets flew to a bit
over 100 feet on 1/4 A motors. Many thanks to all who
participated, as well as to the TARC team teachers: Aidan,
Benno, Hunter & Jennifer! 
   In addition to supporting the rocketry class, the TARC team
completed simulations and design details of their new rockets which they hope will carry
them to nationals. This year’s challenge requires launching one egg 775 feet up and
returning the egg and rocket unbroken. 
 

Filmmakers Club
Club members finished filming their mock presidential debates.
We’ve heard arguments for monarchy from Snooty
McFrazzlepants, passionate pleas for lemon trees from Mabel
Syrup, and a heated discussion of Wonderland politics from the
Red Queen and the Mad Hatter. Currently, the members are
finishing up creating trailers for imagined films and exploring how
to use a green screen. 1-2:30 on Mondays. For more
information, please contact mullins@nijomu.com. 
 

JSA
JSA (Junior State of America) is a student-run organization
focused on politics and current events, and AFE students can
participate! Our chapter meets every Wednesday at 2:30-4:00
pm in Room 2, with a variety of activities such as debates,
thought talks, and crisis scenarios. JSA is predominantly a high
school club, but interested eighth graders are welcome to attend! 
   This month, AFE JSA is headed to the Fall State convention in Santa Clara for a
weekend of debate, discussion, and all-around fun. This is only the first of three weekend
conventions that we will attend this year (plus many more one-day conventions!) so all high
schoolers interested in attending should have the opportunity. We've been having a great



JSA year so far and it can only get better.  
 

Fashion Club
Tuesday, November 8th from 3-4:30pm in the Palazzo will be our first
Fashion Club Meeting. I am delighted to have a buyer from GAP as our
first speaker. We will discuss ideas for a fashion show fundraiser and also
come up with ideas of what fellow fashionistas want to do in our club.  If
time permits, we may begin exploring and defining what fashion means to
us individually. 
   We will meet weekly in November with the exception of November 22nd.
 If you have questions, please let me know! Email Laura. 
 

Create Space
Fridays from noon - 2 in the Palazzo Studio 
Do you like to draw? Paint? Sew? Knit? Make Shrinky Dinks? Or want to learn how to do
any of these? Then come join us on Friday afternoons for Create Space! You can use
whatever supplies are available in the studio or bring your own. The idea is to work and
share the space with creative people of all kinds doing what they love while inspiring each
other. Come learn something new or teach others something you know. My personal goal
this year is to do more sewing so I will be bringing my machine and current sewing projects
to work on. I would be happy to help anyone learn or better their sewing skills. I am
working on supplying AFE with a few sewing machines so students won't have to bring
their own.  
   And don't worry... For those folks who just want to come in and make Shrinky Dinks all
day (you know who you are) we will still have plenty of those to do too! 
   Feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
   *** I am also looking for parent volunteers who would be interested in signing up to man
the studio from time to time or to come in and offer to teach us something cool! 

- Karylann Love

Music at AFE
Hamilton Singers

Middle School and High School group. Meets Fridays from
10:00-11:30. We are learning solo and ensemble parts in SATB. 
Still accepting chorus voices.  Please come and join us!  We are
preparing for our "dessert theater" in February near Valentine's
and President's Day. Please contact Therese at tjohannesson@sccs.net. 
 
Bluegrass/Celtic Band

Middle and High School group. Fridays at 2:30-3:45 in Palazzo
Studio. Our first tunes are "Shady Grove," "Road to
Lisdoonvarna," "Spootiskerry," and "I'll fly away,"  We have a
group of 10-12 musicians including fiddle, whistle, guitar, banjo
and voices and are welcoming all musicians. Please contact
Therese at tjohannesson@sccs.net. 
 



Madrigal Singers
We are continuing this year! Saturdays, 10:00-11:30. If you are an experienced Choral
singer with an affinity for early music and would like to join our group, please contact
Therese at tjohannesson@sccs.net.
 

Native American Pow Wow Workout 
and Parenting Classes

FREE at BSSC  
Join us in the MPR for a family workout. Stay for parenting classes. 
Tuesdays 6:00-8:00 
Pow Wow Work out 6:00- 6:45 
Parenting class 6:45-8:00 
Contact Bianca Crowbear for more information. 
(Her group performed at our campus wide Día De Los Niños celebration
last April) 

 

Problem Solving
Wednesdays, 11:00-12:40 
Description: This class will provide an opportunity for students to tackle diverse real-world
problems in pairs, small groups, and as a whole class. Problems will range from those that
can be solved in a few minutes to those requiring multiple class periods to complete.
Contexts will include science, social science, economics, logic puzzles, engineering,
geometry, statistics, and more.  
   Although most of each class period will be spent in paired or small-group problem
solving, we will also have whole-group discussions of some problems, and I will explain or
review concepts as needed when it appears that multiple students may be struggling with
them. Although the class is definitely NOT a test-prep class, the problem-solving
opportunities will be good practice for many of the types of problems now found on the SAT
and other standardized tests. My goal is that after the problems in my class, those
problems seem easy. 
   Questions? Email Elizabeth Andrews 
 

American Government
for 9th/10th graders
With the 2016 election on the horizon (and Hamilton
winning a record-breaking number of Tonys), government
and politics are a hot topic! Since 9th and 10th graders will
not likely be able to take Joanne’s government class (with
preference going to Juniors and Seniors), Leisl Ludington and Ruthie Yarme have decided
to offer our own take on American Politics and Government. We will cover the historical
roots of US government, our Constitution, federal government institutions, politics
(including this presidential election, of course), and the roles of state and local
governments .  We will be using the lyrics and music from Hamilton often as we learn
about the history of our democracy and discuss the structure of the US government. As we



close out the semester, we will be asking the big questions… How can we be better
stewards and advocates? Where can our voices be heard? What actions can we take
within our system to change the world? If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact either of us: [email Ruthie] [email Leisl]. 
 

Clay Studio
CLAY STUDIO for ALL AGES, Tuesdays from 1-3pm. If you
like to get your hands dirty then this is the place for you! AFE’s
open clay studio meets once a week for 2 hours. You can come
every week, you can come for half the class, you can bring your
parent, or NOT, unless of course you are under 9 years old then
they have to tag along. 
   The class is unstructured which allows you to work on
whatever project you like once you have the basics down, which
most of you do. For newbies to clay I will get you up to speed and you will be making cool
sculptures or cups or bowls in no time at all. The class is mostly hand building, we have a
slab roller and lots of texture tools and we do have wheels that you can try, and try, and try
until you are throwing like an animal. Of course wheel work brings the hands dirty up
another level, sometimes to head to toe messy.  
   The cost is $30 per student per semester, which pays for clay, glazes and firings.
However, no one will be turned away. Any questions, you can call me at 818-8660. Ciao,
Kathleen 
 

Water the Weeds Teen Improv
Hey folks. Collaborative spontaneous unscripted plays are back. Come explore this way of
being s human. Iris is an amazing assistant and we have planned a spicy session. 9
classes and a show. Show is on Sunday Nov. 13. $100 Sibs: $80 each 
Rm 2, 4:15 to 5:45 Sept 21-Nov 16  Wednesdays 
Love and blessings, Joya. 831-426-2935. Call to register. 
 

Games & Puzzles Group
Come over to Classroom 2 every Friday from noon to three (or
whatever part of those three hours work for you) for good times
with friends old and new, and AFE's very large collection of
award-winning and classic games for all ages! Bring your own
games and/or snacks to share as well! The youngest among us
can often be found sitting in the middle of the room playing with
Lego or blocks, or outside playing tag, in addition to the
games, and parents can usually be found socializing, knitting,
etc. while playing games, so truly something for everyone! There
is also a group of young artists who like to come and sketch and
show each other their artwork in addition to playing games.
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Homeschool Highlights
NaNoWriMo
Are you an author, or would like to take the time to become one?
This November, join me for the wildest and most fun creative
writing endeavor of the year! National Novel Writing Month
(NaNoWriMo for short) is an exciting challenge to write 50,000
words in the span of thirty days. While this may sound like an
impossible feat, with the right scheduling, a can-do attitude,
(and, for some, buckets of caffeine), it can be done. All it
requires is paper and an internet connection. You must be 13 or
older to participate, although NaNoWriMo does offer a Young
Writer’s Program for anyone younger than that. Through the
NaNoWriMo website, you have access to a simple word-count
tracker and a good set of forums. There are also NaNoWriMo “write-ins” throughout town,
where Santa Cruz residents that are participating can get together and write. Overall,
NaNoWriMo is an enjoyable event, and I highly recommend it to anyone who would like to
write a novel! (For more information, visit their website. Also, I participated in this last year,
and would love to answer any of your questions or give you pointers. You can contact me
by email. Image courtesy of National Novel Writing Month.

- Isaac Ludington

Max and Spencer wrote a book!
Max and Spencer wrote a book with their dad!
This describes the process they used:
   It all started with a dream. Max, the main
author of this book, woke up one morning with
this scene buzzing in his brain: a young boy falls
in an apple barrel, is helped up by a girl who
becomes his friend, and the two of them head
off to have adventures together.  
   Of course there were lots of questions. Who
were they? Where do they live? What
adventures do they go on? Max started
answering these questions and soon had the
outline of a story. He asked his dad to act out
the story with him. So they did and his dad wrote
down what they acted out. Not to be left out
Spencer joined in for the last half of the book
adding interesting characters. After their dad
added illustrations they decided to self publish it.
You can buy it at Amazon.com!

[Return to Table of Contents]

Online
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards



The Scholastic Awards look for work that demonstrates originality, technical skill, and
emergence of a personal voice or vision. After you have created your work, uploaded it to
your Scholastic Awards Account! Visit our online galleries to see examples of works from
past National Medalists. [more info]
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Around Town
Cabrillo College & Career Night
Monday, November 7, 2016 
6:00 - 8:00pm 
What is College & Career Night? 
College and Career Night is a chance to meet university representatives from numerous
public, private, and out-of-state colleges and universities. It is also an opportunity to meet
instructors and representatives from academic, career and ROP programs who will help
answer your questions as you plan your career path. [more info] 
 

Physics & Chemistry
Fun with Irvin at BSSC
$99   
1:15 - 2:15 p.m. January 12, 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16 + 23 
Grades 6-8   
From the award winning nonprofit education foundation, Outdoor Science Exploration /
Classroom Science Fun. 
A Master Science Teacher, Irvin teaches 150+ popular science classes every year. Active
learning hands-on curriculum of physics and chemistry with life, earth and nature
sciences. Essential concepts & higher level thinking skills when natural curiosity is
abundant and success is important. EACH class series every year has NEW activities. 
Contact Irvin to sign up. 
 

Zach’s Zone
Zach’s Zone is a unique community space for children and teens of all abilities and their
families to learn, play, discover and have fun together. From climbing structures and
swings to science and art exploration, it’s an inclusive environment for everyone.
Homeschooling support is available in a variety of ways including, but not limited to
Algebra readiness classes, reading and math literacy support in small group settings or
individually. 
Check out the website to find out lots more. 
Grand Opening: January 8th 
–We are open before, so come on in!– 
 

Motion Pacific Dance Discount
Hello AFE Families, 
We are thrilled to be a new AFE family this year. Some of you know me, others, not so
much. When I am not being a home school mom, I am the Co-Director of First Friday



Santa Cruz as well as the Director of Motion Pacific Dance. 
   I have been SO inspired by this community already, I wanted to find a way to support it
and get an opportunity to get to know some of you better. Motion Pacific has just started
our Youth/Teen Dance program for 2016-2017. I would love to offer everyone at AFE a
25% discount on any and all classes. I have included a link to a informational brochure
below. Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions by emailing me directly.  
   Oh! and if you are a parent or family member that would like to dance, I have included an
adult schedule as well and what the heck! 25% off adult classes as well. 

Youth Classes
Adult Classes

In Gratitude, Abra   
 

Code Naturally
Code Naturally Homeschool class started this fall and it is great! Keep this in mind if your
child is interested in programming for the winter or spring! Classes this fall have been
$250 for 10-2 hour sessions once a week.   
   Code Naturally started their organization after winning seed money at the UC Business
Design Showcase. They have now piloted the program with interested teachers at B40 and
Brook Knoll Elementary and are continuing afterschool programs at several schools as well
as conducting teacher trainings.  
   Their approach is project-based, teaching students basics they need to then try some
projects, although the projects may have some specifics, especially at the beginning. So
for example they may start by teaching students how to draw shapes, then use that
knowledge to draw a creature with some specific parts (head, body, etc.) and some parts
that they make up. They move through material as quickly as makes sense for the
individual students from basics to starting animation, etc.  
   Students learn math concepts along the way as needed to work the projects, although
they are open to having lessons around specific math concepts. They also teach students
project management techniques and well as "design-thinking" approaches, skills the kids
could definitely use in other aspects of their life!  
   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxqhdpmNKbM 
   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_aYJTH4Zj4 
If you are interested in a class for the winter, please contact Suzanne for more information. 
 

Math Games, Puzzles, and Drop‐in Tutoring (Free)
Andrew Pappin 
I will be holding Drop-in Math tutoring once a week in the Fall. These sessions can be used
by students who are learning mathematics on their own, students who need occasional
help, and by students who want mathematical challenges that are not normally found in
textbooks. Most of these challenges will be math and game puzzles that I have collected
over the years.  
When: Tuesdays 12:30pm - 2pm 
Location: Arts Council Conference Room (1070 River Street)  
There is no cost to attend, but donations will be appreciated. If you are interested in



participating in these sessions, email Andrew. 

 

Free Computer Programming Classes
Andrew Pappin 

I learned computer programming as a kid by playing around, so I want to provide an

opportunity for young people to learn programming in the same way. Therefore these

classes will have minimal lecturing. Instead, I will provide just enough structure so that

students will be able to quickly jump into figuring things out on their own. I will focus on the

Python computer language, but I can help with other languages as well.  

When: Tuesdays 11am - 12:20pm 

Location: Arts Council Conference Room (1070 River Street)  

There is no cost to attend, but donations will be appreciated. If you are interested in

participating in these classes, email Andrew. 
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AFE Parent Club
What's the Parent Club?
The AFE Parent Club financially supports the AFE

community. In the past, we have provided funds to enable or

enhance programs, activities, and events. We also help with

supplies and resources. Some of the things that have been

supported by the AFE Parent Club in the past few years

include: Theater for all ages, sports teams for grades 6-12, Clay Studio, Games

Group, Economics class for high schoolers, Orff music for elementary students,

family poetry workshops, field trips, staffing for the resource center. We also have

donated supplies for Family Art Night; resources—books, games, audio CDs, DVDs

—for the resource center; classroom supplies for teacher-led classes; art supplies for

the Palazzo Studio; and lots more. 

   The Parent Club relies on donations and fundraising in order to offer support for all

these things. Without fundraising, these programs, classes, activities, and resources

will no longer be available at AFE. Please take the time to see how you can help by

reading and following the Everyday Fundraising Checklist below that will help you

help the Parent Club with as little hassle as possible. 

   Thank you for supporting the AFE Parent Club. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit!

—The Parent Club Board
 

AFE’s Everyday Fundraiser Checklist
Our ongoing fundraisers are all ways to make money for AFE doing the things you

already do! We believe that if everyone at AFE participated in, and encouraged their

friends and family to participate in these easy programs it will go a long way towards

our fundraising needs.



eScrip and eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Register online so that a portion of your purchases is donated to
AFE. See details below.

Staff of Life Scrip:

Use Staff of Life Scrip whenever you shop there. See details below.
New Leaf eCard:

Pre-purchase a New Leaf eCard. See details below.
Ask your friends and family to purchase Staff Scrip or eCards from AFE.

Whole Foods Gift Cards:

Buy $100 gift cards to pay for groceries
ScripNOW Electronic gift cards:

Use or gift these electronic gift cards to raise money for AFE. See
details below.

More information about these and other fundraisers is available on the AFE
Website’s Fundraising page. 
 
Escrip
Escrip is an easy way to donate to AFE. Follow these instructions to get registered:

eScrip:

Register your credit, debit, and grocery cards so that a portion of your
purchases is donated to AFE. Go to www.escrip.com to register your
cards. The AFE Parent Club’s group # is 500007112.
Ask your friends and family to register their cards for AFE.

eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Sign up and go through the eScrip online portal whenever you shop
online and up to 16% of purchases will be donated to AFE. You can
also sign up for Auto Earn so you don’t have to go through the Mall
every time.
Ask your friends and family to use the Online Shopping Mall portal for
AFE.

Staff of Life Scrip
Please contact Sadie Reynolds to buy Staff of Life Scrip: Use the contact info on
the roster for Rowan H. or send email. I am happy to answer any questions and
explain how you can contribute to AFE fundraising just by using scrip to buy anything
from Staff. There is NO cost to you, the donation to AFE comes from Staff of Life
when you use scrip for your purchases! 
 
New Leaf eCards
Leaf Community Markets offers natural and organic foods and a convenient way to
raise money for our school. Use your eCard when paying for groceries and feel good
knowing you and New Leaf are supporting the education of our children. There are 3
New Leaf stores where your cards will work:

41st. Ave., Capitola



Pacific Ave., downtown Santa Cruz
Fair Ave., on the Westside

There are 3 NL locations your card will NOT work:

Felton
Halfmoon Bay
Boulder Creek

This is how it works: 
Purchase a New Leaf eCard and a percentage of that
amount goes directly back to AFE:

4% on $50
5% on $100,$250,and $500
Increments of $100's or $50's only. 

   I will place the order, deliver your card to the RC, and maintain the last 6 digits of
the card number. Hang on to you card, it's refillable. When you use your card, select
gift card as your method of payment.  
   Orders will be placed on the 15th of every month, payments must be in by
the 10th. Checks or cash may be deposited in the New Leaf envelope at
Dorothee's desk in the resource center. Please make checks payable to AFE
PARENT CLUB. 
   Thank you very much for participating!

Victoria Harder [email]
 
Whole Foods Gift Cards

The Parent Club sells Whole Foods gift cards for $100 each. The value on the card
is $100 so there is no additional cost to the buyer for supporting AFE. Use the card
to pay for any of your purchases at any of their stores. Please keep the card and
load more money onto it with a check or on-line transfer, up to $400 at a time.   
   AFE gets 3% of the money our community members pay for gift cards and loading
them. If you shop at Whole Foods this is a great way that you can contribute to AFE.
Contact Ruthie. 
 
ScripNOW! Electronic Gift Cards

INSTRUCTIONS to sign up & shop the GLSC retailer fundraiser: 
Click here for a list of businesses that offer electronic gift cards & the percentage of
your purchase that will go to AFE.  
 
How to:

Set up your Family Account so that you can get started with this program:

1. Go to www.ShopWithScrip.com and click ‘Register', then click 'Join a Scrip
Program'.

2. Enter our enrollment code (7L9B8E8F45328). By entering this code, your
account will be associated with our non-profit organization so you can begin



earning kickback percentage for AFE!
3. Fill in brief personal information (there is no financial information asked) and

click ‘I Accept.’ 
4. Choose two security challenge questions from the list and provide answers.
5. If you want to pay with a check to the AFE Parent Club then you are done with

the enrollment process and you can start shopping (see instructions below).  If
you want to pay online for faster access to your electronic gift cards, sign up
for “Presto Pay”.

How to:

Shop for electronic gift cards “ScripNow”:

1. Click here for a list of businesses that offer ELECTRONIC gift cards.  
DO NOT ORDER PHYSICAL GIFT CARDS!  Physical gift cards come with an
additional fee to AFE.  (If you want a physical gift card to Whole Foods, see
above.)  At some point in the future AFE may make a large order of physical
cards from other businesses if we have a high enough interest to justify the
cost.  For now it is ONLY electronic gift cards “ScripNow” that you can order
for yourself online.  If you do want a physical gift card for Whole Foods, buy
that directly from AFE, NOT online.

2. Open another tab and go to www.ShopWithScrip.com. Click on ‘Shop' at the
top of the page & the alphabet will appear across the top. Clicking on any
letter will take you to the page with all the businesses that start with that letter.
 (There are hundreds & hundreds of retailers in this program but only about
150 of them offer electronic gift cards, so you want the list mentioned above
handy when browsing!)

3. Scroll over the business you’re interested in and click on the exclamation point
to start your order for an electronic gift card from that business. (If the
exclamation point is grey it means that business does not offer electronic gift
cards - refer to the link of businesses that do offer them).  Add the $ amount
you want to buy from that business and click on 'Add to Cart'.  Keep shopping
and adding gift cards to your cart until you have all that you want for now.

4. When you’re done shopping, go to your cart by clicking on it at the top of the
screen.  For Payment Options, if you don’t have a Presto Pay account click
'Check' on the tab above the 'Order Summary' then click 'Submit Order'.
 When I get your check I’ll approve the order and an email will be sent to you
with confirmation your electronic gift certificates are available.

THANK YOU ALL FOR HELPING TO SUPPORT 
THE WONDERFUL PROGRAMS THAT WE LOVE AT AFE!

Newsletter submissions
Parents, staff, and students are encouraged to submit content for our newsletter. The
submission deadline is 1 week before the first day of each month. We especially



need content from parents about their children's activities. Photos are always
appreciated—contact me to get the upload link. Email Suki.
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